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and physical superiority, and never, like the irqigdlit, by any- 
thing non-human. 

The Greenlander's pictorial representation of the torngit forms 
about as great a contrast to the irqigdlit as do men and beasts, 
or as is found between the Asiatic and the American periods of 
the race history of the Eskimo. 

There is still so much to relate about the torngit that it will 
not do to assign them to the mere end of an article on another 
subject,' and I will therefore close by stating it as my conviction 
that we may certainly change the irqigdlit of the dog legend to 
irqigdlit, and thus alter its meaning from dwarfish people with 
vermin to dwarfish people of a repulsive appearance — in other 
words, from the American Indians to the hairy pigmies of Asia, 
whether or not these be specialized into one or other of the tribes 
mentioned in the preceding pages. 
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Business Documents of Murashu Sons, of Nippur. By H. V. Hilprecht, Ph. D. , 
etc., and Rev. A. T. Clay. Philadelphia, 1S98. 

The handsome large quarto volume of 90 pages and 20 plates 
bearing the above title is Vol. ix, series A, " Cuneiform texts," 
issued by the Babylonian Expedition of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. " Murashu Sons " was a firm of bankers, brokers, real- 
estate operators, and usurers who conducted a prosperous busi- 
ness in the ancient city of Nippur, on the Babylonian plain, 
about 460-400 years B. C. Being a care-taking and responsible 
house, they had the tablets which recorded their operations 
made of especially pure clay, neatly inscribed in cuneiform 
characters, and stored away for future reference in a room about 
20 feet long and 10 feet wide. It happened that this future was 
more remote than they could have expected, as it was not until 
May, 1893, that the room was opened and searched. It was 
then about 20 feet below the surface of a mound of debris mark- 
ing the site where once stood the central part of the city. The 
tablets were carefully removed, many of them in a fine state of 
preservation, and now form the staple of the imposing book be- 

1 As to the torngit, see The Central Eskimo, by Dr Franz Boas. 
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fore us, iu which a number of them are photolithographed, trans- 
literated, and translated, with such learned commentary and 
exegetic apparatus as the erudite editors deemed desirable for 
the understanding of the text. 

This part of it we may leave for the Assyriologists to dwell 
upon. The aspect which attracts the less ponderous pundit is 
the glympse offered by these venerable records of the life and 
sentiments of men and women some twenty-five hundred years 
ago. 

They were a mixed set. The firm, at first father and sons and 
later the sons alone, were shrewd Semites, subjects of Artaxerxes 
and Darius, while their clients were Semites, Persians, Greeks, 
Medes, Judeans, Sabeans, Edomites, and others of unknown 
blood. All this is proved by their proper names engraved on 
the tablets. 

The business was as miscellaneous as the crowd. A jewelry 
firm guarantees that an emerald which they have set in a gold 
ring for a gentleman will not fall out for twenty years. A brick- 
maker agrees to deliver 25,240 bricks within a given time. Three 
brothers hire some oxen for three years, and agree to become 
severally liable for the debt. A lessee agrees to pay 25 loads of 
dates, 60 bags of flour, a lamb, and a jar of the best date wine 
for the rent of a field and stable. 

The Messrs Murashu were usually satisfied with the moderate 
return of 20 per cent a year on their loans ; but added the stipu- 
lation that if not paid when due the debtor must pay 40 per cent. 
They were very particular to have their documents witnessed, 
sometimes as many as thirty or more attestants affixing their 
seals, or, as was also usual, printing their thumb-mark on the 
soft clay. 

The consideration was often in kind, such as wheat, dates, 
barley, domestic animals, etc., but shekels of silver are also men- 
tioned, and there seems to have been a distinction between that 
which was fine and that which was alloyed to various degrees. 

Taxes then must have been as disagreeable as they are now, 
and not less burdensome. One of the Messrs Murashu paid on 
three fields a viana of silver and one soldier, with flour and other 
food for his support. The custom of releasing a i)risoner on a 
bail-bond was well understood, as we learn from one tablet in 
which an uncle becomes surety in ten mana of silver that his 
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graceless nephew, if released from gaol, will not leave Nippur 
without legal permission. Life and folks in the old town must 
have been much the same as with us. 

In one respect they were ahead (?) of us. They were very 
pious. Their personal names were generally com[)ounded with 
that of some god, and other indications attest their deep religious 
feeling. Singularly few female names occur, and apparently the 
women had little share in business life. 

D. G. Beinton. 



Die Formen der Familie und die Formen der Wirischqft. Orosse. Freiburg, 
1896. 

Since the appearance of Lewis Morgan's "Ancient Society," so- 
ciology has undoubtedly made great progress, and although the 
well-known theory of the promiscuity of mankind, proposed 
for the first time by that distinguished sociologist, may now be 
considered as refuted, the science of comparative ethnology has 
profited by his work in spite of numerous attacks, particularly 
those of Starke ' and Westermarck.'' To these has recently been 
added a work of great importance, taking a totally different 
standpoint. I refer to Grosse's " Stages of society and regi- 
mentation."' The author says in the preface that he began the 
studies for this book with the intention of writing a history of 
the development of the human family, and that he concluded 
with the conviction that such a history cannot at this time be 
written by anyone. " My book is only a small contribution to 
a great preliminary work ; it treats of the relations of the family 
to the only factor of culture — to regimentation." 

Grosse's standpoint is that of an evolutionist. He says, " All 
the organic sciences of nature are now marching in the ranks of 
evolution," and he therefore develops in his book the evolution 
of mankind from the lowest races to the civilized nations, and 
I may venture to say that his book is founded on the only 
science that can give us a key to the right understanding of 
man, namely, on comparative ethnology. It is true that he is 

1 Starke. Die primitive Familie. 1888. 

2 Westermarck. Tile hi.story of liuman marriage. 

3 I translate Wirtschaft by "regimentation," a word first introduced by Powell (16 
.inn. Report Bureau of Ethnology, p. civ), .ind which means "the grouping of peoples 
by institutional bonds, while the accomplishment of justice is the social function or 
office which a confederation or group of peoples performs." 



